Various methods for determining the relative amount of phosphorus in soils that is available to plants have been published in the last few years. The objective of these methods is the determination of a relative value for the amount of readily available phosphorus in soils which would be an accurate index of the soil's supply of phosphorus that is available ~nd effective for plant or crop growth. This value should be closely indicative of the soil's phosphorus fertility level and of the soil's needs for phosphorus fertilization.
If this objective is attained in the individual method, the values for readily . available phosphorus obtained by it would be accurate indexes of the crop-producing capacity of the soils in regard to phosphorus, and should be closely related to the yield of crops on these soils when " they are supplied with all the other major fertilizing elements. With these conditions, phosphorus should be the limiting fertility factor.
During the course of the laboratory and greenhouse investigations conducted on the major soil types of Alabama, the readily available phosphorus by Truog's method 3 has been determined on a number of soils, and the correlations between the values obtained and the yield of some crops on these soils have been calculated. In view of the rather general application that is being made of the several methods of deter/nining values for the relative amount of phosl~horus in soils that is available and effective in crop growth, the correlations that have been noted on Alabama soils are herein reported.
BLACK BELT SOILS
In a special study of the major soil types of the Black Belt of Alabama, 4 a number of soils were tested in the greenhouse to deter- 
